Skycombers New Member Check Out
 
This is a guide for both CFI’s and new Skycombers members to the manner and procedures required to be checked out for solo flight in any and all Club aircraft.  These requirements are the absolute minimum level of proficiency required of all flying members of the Skycombers Flying Club.  While it is intended primarily for new members it will also be required of any current member who has not maintained flight proficiency for a period of greater than 12 calendar months.  
Phase One:  This phase must be completed successfully by the applicant with Chief Pilot of Skycombers before any CFI check out may occur.  This phase shall include both a ground and flight session.  The ground session shall minimally include:

[image: image1]      A review of all Club required procedures with respect to record keeping.  Proper use of the flight ticket book and oil condition memorandum contained thereon.
[image: image2]      Complete and proper pre and post flight procedures.
[image: image3]      A review of basic FAA air space rules and regulations with an emphasis on local procedures such as the “Four Stacks Departure” procedures and such others as the Chief Pilot deems significant.
[image: image4]      Discussion of Club specific rules regarding currency and safe operation of the aircraft.
 
The flight session shall be approximately 60 minutes of actual flight time as measured by the tachometer.  During this portion of the check out the Chief Pilot shall be sole pilot in command and the procedure shall include the following.
[image: image5]      Proper start up and run up procedures.  
[image: image6]      Proper communications procedures.
[image: image7]      Utilization of the Four Stacks departure procedures and proper navigation of the Los Angeles Special Flight Rules Area.  
[image: image8]      Proper setting of power and propeller pitch as indicated by the manifold pressure gauge and tachometer.  
[image: image9]      Familiarization with local So Cal TRACON frequencies.  
[image: image10]      A demonstration of the aircrafts flight characteristics in slow flight and stalls.  
[image: image11]      Familiarization with all equipment on board the aircraft.  
[image: image12]      Proper post flight procedures.  
 
The pilot applicant shall be solely responsible for the payment of all aircraft flight time as well as for the Chief Pilots fee.  The Chief Pilot my also at his sole discretion and if he is properly certificated to do so, endorse the pilots log book for the successful completion of an FAA mandated flight review – ground portion only.  If the applicant does not meet the standards required the Chief Pilot shall provide the pilot applicant with a written list of deficiencies and set a date for the pilot applicant to demonstrate that he has cured all such deficiencies.  
Phase Two.  This phase is to be performed by the pilot applicant with a Club approved Certified Flight Instructor and only upon the successful completion of Phase One.  Phase One must be completed within 30 days of the successful completion of Phase One.  Through out the flying portions of Phase Two the pilot shall at all times be acting as pilot in command.  Phase two shall include the following:
[image: image13]      A demonstration of competency in all material rules and regulations as promulgated in Parts 61 and 91 of Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations.  
[image: image14]      A demonstration of competency in the area of Aeronautical Decision Making by way of addressing various scenarios present to the pilot by the CFI.  This demonstration can be both on the ground and in flight.  
[image: image15]      A demonstration of a thorough aircraft preflight using proper checklists and procedures.  
[image: image16]      A demonstration of correct use of all flight controls communications and navigations equipment aboard the aircraft.  
[image: image17]      A demonstrated knowledge of critical airspeed such as but not limited to Best Rate of Climb, Best Angle of Climb, Best Glide and Maneuvering air speeds.  
[image: image18]      A demonstration of constant high levels of situational and positional awareness.  
[image: image19]      Correct and positive entry into and recovery from stalls including power on stalls.
[image: image20]      A demonstration of an ability to establish and maintain precise headings and altitudes.  
[image: image21]      A demonstration of correct communication skills including the use of proper terminology.
[image: image22]      The ability to intercept and track VOR radials 
[image: image23]      The practice of identifying VORs in use.
[image: image24]      A demonstration of proper emergency procedures for such hypothetical emergencies as the CFI may present. 
[image: image25]      A demonstration of navigational skills including the use of both Pilotage and VOR navigation to find an airport not less than 25 nautical miles from the airport of departure.  
[image: image26]      A demonstrated ability to properly enter the traffic patterns at least two airports other than the airport of departure, one to be with an operating control tower and one without an operating control tower. 
[image: image27]      Proper go around procedures without advance notice thereof.
[image: image28]      A demonstration of the pilot’s ability to recover from at least two different unusual attitudes each within the safe operating limitations of the aircraft.  
[image: image29]      The CFI shall at some point in the check ride require the pilot to climb to an altitude of 10000 feet MSL or greater and shall evaluate the pilots performance based upon airspeed maintained and awareness of all engine monitoring instruments so as avoid an over heat situation.  
 
THIS IS A CHECK RIDE it is not flight instruction.  If the CFI determines that the pilot applicant has met each requirement to a high level of performance at least to the Private Pilot skill level he shall submit his report to the Chief Pilot indicating that the applicant pilot has met or exceeded all check ride criteria.  If, however, the CFI finds the applicant pilot to be deficient in one or more areas he shall inform both the applicant pilot and the Chief Pilot of the deficiencies in writing.  It shall than be the sole responsibility of the applicant pilot to receive remedial instruction in a non-Club aircraft unless use of the Club aircraft is specifically allowed by the Chief Pilot.  By way of guidance the Chief Pilot shall typically grant approval for instruction in the Club aircraft if the deficiencies are few and directly related to the operation of that particular aircraft.  If on the other hand the deficiencies are numerous and not specifically related to the particular aircraft the Chief Pilot shall decline the use of Club aircraft by the applicant pilot.
All cost associated with this check ride shall be the sole obligation of the applicant pilot.  
 
This entire procedure shall be required of any Club member who has not flown a Club aircraft for which he has been approved of one directly equivalent thereto for a period greater than 12 calendar months before said member may resume flight status with the Club.  This requirement is in addition to any and all administrative and financial requirements, which may also require attention prior to the resumption of flight status.  
 
Once a pilot applicant or existing member if required to do so has successfully passed all elements of this check out, the Chief Pilot shall so inform the Club officers and the applicant pilot or renewing existing Club pilot shall be placed on flight status.  
 
 
